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Road Signs Ireland

Road signs play a huge role in making Ireland a country with safe roads. Learners who plan
to take up a driving test and get licensed are expected to recognise a befitting percentage of
these signs if they want to come out successful with the test.

Thanks for downloading and best of luck kick starting your driving!



On a general note, Road signs are divided into four broad aspects. They are Regulatory
road signs, warning road signs, information road signs, and motorway road signs.

Some of these signs in the warning category are explained as follows.

@© OO P

Dangerous corner Mini-Roundabout
9 Roundabout ahead Merging traffic Two-way traffic
ahead ahead
Dangerous bend Series of Series of Restricted
T4unction
ahead dangerous bends  dangerous corners headroom
ahead ahead

Dangerous corner: Road configuration is something you can’t really predict if you are
driving for the first time. No matter how safe a road may look, you can always expect to meet
up with a sharp corner, which is a potentially dangerous road configuration.

The road sign of a dangerous corner is in the form of a right angle pointer. Usually, it points
in the direction to which the bend in question heads.

This will help road users have an idea which side of the road the bent is tilted to and how
sharp it is.

Whenever you see a warning sign of this nature, it is best for you to drop down the speed of
the vehicle and pay more than usual attention to the road configuration; driving accordingly.

Roundabout ahead: roundabouts are an integral part of roads in many countries. Ireland is
not an exemption. There are roundabouts even in rural areas and in highbrow areas, we
have complex road structures which include roundabouts.

A roundabout warning sign usually comes in the form of three round pointers that gives them
a general look of a circle of the same diameter.

Once you see this, you should have it in mind that you are approaching a major roundabout.
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Therefore, it is expected that you drop your speed and anticipate the situation you are going
to encounter getting to the roundabout.

Mini roundabout: this is quite different from the type of roundabout earlier described, the
size of a roundabout is very important to the attitude of the driver plying the road it
determines the attitude of drivers on the road.

Hence, in addition to identifying a roundabout warning sign on the road, it is vital that you
have an idea of how big it is.

A mini-roundabout warning sign has a dot in the middle, then surrounded by three curved
lines towing the same diameter, making it look like a circle with three broken lines. However,
the curved lines are with small arrows or pointers as described in the main roundabout
warning sign.

Once you see something of this nature, you can expect to meet a not-so-busy roundabout.
However, you still want to be careful and reduce your speed as you approach it.

Merging traffic: in busy areas, you get to see two busy roads merging in a slanted format.
You get to see that it is not really a T junction. Usually, the receiving lane is a one-way lane.

Once you are about to get to a road with this configuration, it is always vital to slow down
your speed.

However, many drivers feel this is not a junction; hence, they tend to just transit at the same
speed level.

That is why you get to see a warning signal for roads of this configuration so drivers can be
mindful of their speed as they approach merging traffic.

Two-way traffic: this can also be known as a double lane. It is not uncommon to see two
standard roads side by side, demarcated with a constructed concrete ridge that houses large
street lamps in Irish cities.

When you are approaching a road of this configuration, you get to see a warning sign of two
arrows lying side by side but pointing in different directions.

On seeing this, drivers are expected to configure their minds to comply with the rules
associated with driving on roads with this configuration.

For example, they should know when they need to be on the fast lane or slow lane. Again,
they want to exercise caution in transiting from a fast to a slow lane or vice versa.
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Dangerous bend ahead: Don’t get confused, there is actually a difference between a
dangerous corner and a dangerous bend. The difference is that one being a bend and the
other being a corner.

While a corner is quite gentle in its diversion, a bend is way Swiffer. For a dangerous bend,
its sigh looks exactly like a gently bending arrow.

In essence, you want to exercise a more significant deal of patience when approaching a
dangerous corner. In the case of a bend, you want to be careful too by dropping your speed
while you ply the bending part of the road.

Series of dangerous bends ahead: some road configuration can be really complex. You
find roads like this in areas with rough topography, such as undulating mountains that are
sometimes characterised by clumsy water bodies.

In cases like this, road designers are usually short of options in their quest to deliver easily
navigable roads. This gives birth to a set of dangerous bends.

Once this is the situation, the only option to maintain road safety is by cautioning road users
via a warning traffic sign that reads “series of dangerous roads ahead.” This sign is usually in
the form of a snake-like arrow, signifying multiple bends.

It is not uncommon for roads like this to be accompanied by multiple bumps. This is usually
done in a bid to force reckless drivers to drop their speed while they navigate the bends.

Restricted headroom: some axis or areas are mindful of the type of vehicle allowed into
them. Most of the time, reasons for this restriction might be road capability or even security
in some cases.

For roads like this, you get to see road signs, including the specific height of restricted
vehicles, if your vehicle is a bit longer than the benchmark height; you are likely to be met
with some sort of restriction.

Most times, a barricade that prevents the unwanted category of vehicle is built at the
entrance of such roads.

T-junction: this road type is quite common. It is found both in rural areas and urban centers.

It is usually the transition of a less busy road to a major highway. This is indicated in the
warning traffic sign as it is often a short thin vertical line meeting with a longer horizontal line
that is visibly thicker.
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Series of dangerous corners ahead: the look of this warning sign is terrifying. Often the
situation on the ground is just as dangerous as this sign suggests.

It makes no sense to drive recklessly on roads like this.

The construction story is similar to that of dangerous bends as mentioned earlier. Also, it is
not uncommon for roads like this to be accompanied by bumps.

When you see a warning traffic sign that indicates two consecutive sharp bends, making it
look like the “letter N,” then you should know you are bound for a dangerous corner.

With that in mind, we present the full list of road signs seen in Ireland and the categories
they fall under.

Warning traffic signs

You already know this is the most crucial to your safety when driving. As the name implies,
they are meant to warn you of approaching dangers. They are arranged into a few
subcategories for better understanding.

Hazards ahead: as mentioned earlier, they are used to warn road users of an incoming
danger

Dangerous corner ahead
Roundabout ahead
Mini-roundabout ahead

Merging traffic

Two-way traffic

Dangerous bend ahead

Series of dangerous bends ahead
Series of dangerous corners ahead
Restricted headroom

T-junction

Junctions ahead: With roads of varying importance or roads of equal importance
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Crossroads Side road T-junction Y4unction Staggered
crossroads
e T-junction
e Y-junction
e Side road
e Crossroads
e Staggered crossroads

Advanced warning of major roads

T-junction with Crossroads with

Crossroads
dual carriageway dual carriageway

e T-junctions of a dual carriage way
e Crossroads with dual carriage way
e Crossroads
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General-purpose warning signs

&

Drive on left Safe height plate Low flying aircraft Road divides

> P

Merging/diverging  Dual carrlageway Traffic cross-over Owverhead electric

\ %

traffic ends ahead cables
Traffic signals Pedestrian crossing Slippery road Road narrows on
ahead ahead ahead both sides

@

4

Road narrows from Road narrows from
left right

® D

Start of a passin Start of a climbin
passing Lane loss 9
lane lane

Tunnel ahead Cyclists

@

Loop road ahead
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OOV

Sharp rise ahead
Series of bumps or Deer or wild
Sharp dip ahead - for exampile, Sheep
hollows ahead animals
hump-back bridge

®oOo0e

Cattle and farm Accompanied Steep descent
Crosswinds Steep ascent ahead
animals horses and ponies ahead

® ¥

Level crossing Level crossing Level crossing
ahead, guarded ahead, unguarded ahead with lights
by gates or lifting by gates or lifting and barriers
barrier barrier

nver g lasann @0 MALL
Crosore
Combréidh
Uathabrioch

Lovet Crosairg

Stop when lights Automatic level
are red crossing ahead

(LK DdDDDL

Chevron board Chevron board
(a sharp change of direction to the left) {a sharp change of direction to the right)

i

e Drive on left
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Safe height plate

Low-flying aircrafts

Road divides

Merging/diverging traffic

Dual carriage ends

Traffic crossover ahead

Overhead electric cables

Traffic signals ahead

Pedestrian crossing ahead

Slippery road ahead.

Road narrows on both sides

Road narrows from left

Road narrows from right

Tunnel ahead

Cyclists

Start of a passing lane

lane loss

Start of a climbing lane

Loop road ahead

Sharp dip ahead

Series of bumps ahead

Sharp rise ahead

Wild animals ahead

Sheep

Cattle and farm animals
Accompanied horses and ponies
Crosswinds

Steep descent ahead

Steep ascent ahead

Danger of falling rocks

Unprotected quay, canal or river

Low bridge ahead

Level crossing ahead, guarded by gates or lifting barrier
Level crossing ahead, unguarded by gates or lifting barrier
Level crossing ahead, guarded by gates or lifting barriers
Stop when lights are red

Automatic level crossing ahead
Chevron board (left or right direction)
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Warning Signs for Schools and Kids

CAUTION
CHILDREN

School ahead School children Children crossing

crossing ahead
g [in residential area)

School ahead

School children crossing ahead

Children crossing ahead (in academic area)
Children crossing ahead (in residential areas)

Tram signs

Glip> | TED | | CEp | | G 3

Féach gach freo Féach ar Dhels Faach ar Chis
LOCK BOTH WAYS LOOK RIGHT LOOK LEFT
Tramrian
TRAM TRACK
fram lane Tram lane warning signs for pedestrians Slippery for cyclists

crossing ahead

Tram lane crossing ahead
Tram lane warning signs for pedestrians(look right, look left, and look both
ways)

e Slippery for cyclists
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Warning signs for road works

One-lane crossover  One-lane crossover Move to left Move to right

Roadworks ahead (out) (back) (one lane) (one lane)

@

Start of eentral
reservie or
obstruction

Mave to left Move to right Obstruction End of obstruction
(two lanes) (two lanes) between lanes between lanes

End of central
reserve or
obstruction

Lanes diverge at Lanes rejoin at Two-lanes Tworlanes
crossover crossover crossover (back) crossover (out)

Single lane (for Twoway traffic Road narrows Road narrows Road narrows
shuttle working) y from left from right on both sides
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Offside lane (of Nearside lane (of Offside lane (of Nearside lane (of  Tweo offside lanes
two) closed two) closed three) closed three) closed {of three) closed

Two nearside lanes (of three) closed. Offside lane (of Nearside lane (of Two offside lanes
Two alternative styles four) closed four) closed {of four) closed

® &

Side road on left Side road on right  Site access on left  Site access on right

® e

Flagman ahead Queues likely Hump or ramp Uneven surface

® P

Two nearside lanes
(of four) closed

® P

Temporary traffic

signals ahead
Slinpary read )acsa chippings Pedestrians cross Pedestrians eross Overhead electric

to left to right cables
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Detour ahead Detour to left Detour to right Road closed Diverted traffic left
Diverted traffic Diverted traffic Diverted traffic End of detour Detour destination

Road works ahead

One-lane crossover (out)

One-lane crossover (back)

Move to leave (one lane)

Move to right (one lane)

Move to left (two lanes)

Move to right (two lanes)
Obstruction between lanes

End of obstruction between lanes
Start of central reserve or obstruction
End of central reserve or obstruction
Lanes diverge at crossover

Lanes rejoin at crossover
Two-lanes crossover (back)
Two-lanes crossover (out)
Single-lane (for shuttle working)
Two-way traffic

Road narrows from left

Road narrows from right

Road narrows on both sides

Offside lane (of two) closed
Nearside lane (of two) closed
Offside lane (of three) closed
Nearside lane (of three) closed

Two offside lanes (of three) closed
Two nearside lanes (of three) closed. Two alternative styles
Offside lane (of four) closed
Nearside lane (of four) closed

Two offside lanes (of four) closed
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Two nearside lanes (of four) closed
Side road on left

Side road on right

Site access on left

Site access on right
Temporary traffic

signals ahead

Flagman ahead

Queues likely Hump or ramp
Uneven surface

Slippery road

Loose chippings
Pedestrians cross To left
Pedestrians cross To right
Overhead electric cables
Detour ahead

Detour to left

Detour to right

Road closed

Diverted traffic left
Diverted traffic

Diverted traffic

Diverted traffic

End of detour

Detour destination
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Information plates at road works

X km ar fad
Distance Length
Go Mall
Cautionary speed Slow
cg:;hn::a Crua p:rmmcnmr--
N0 OF RS oen| | R Suarace
Hard shoulder Unfinished road
closed surface
e Distance
e Length
e Direction
e Direction and distance
e End
e Cautionary speed
e Slow
e Concealed Entrance
e Type of works
e Use hard shoulder
e Hard shoulder closed
e Unfinished road surface
e Barrier board
e Chevron board
e Speed limit ahead
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— T50m =y EN D
Direction and
Direction End
distance
Oscailt Cheille Merced Bothar huolaan Chrse
CONCEALED
ENTRANCE ROAD MARKINGS USE H;.:gu oex
Concealed
Type of works Use hard shoulder
entrance
. I l m ‘ 200m
Barrier board Chevron board Speed limit ahead



Manual traffic control signs at roads

Flagman ahead Stop Either form of Go or Téigh can be used

e Flagman ahead
e Stop
e Either form of Go or Téigh can be used

Regulatory traffic signs

Regulation signs are road signals that require a driver to obey a specific order. They are also
called traffic control signage.

This is basically the most important signage category for drivers who are new in town as
they serve as guide for them not break traffic rules that could attract stiff sanctions..

They include the following
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School wardens

Stop Yield Yield No left turn
stop sign
No entry or ‘No , Max speed limit
No right turn Parking prohibited Clearwa
straight ahead’ right tur rking pronit ey 30kmh
Max speed limit Max speed limit Max speed limit Max speed limit Max speed limit
sokmh Gokmh gokmh 100kmh 120kmh

Max speed limit
20kmh
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® &

11

~ |

No ridden or
No bicycles accompanied
Speed limits per lane horsas
Maximum gross _ _ . .
No entry to ) Maximum vehicle Maximum vehicle
weight (traffic .
vehicles length width
management)
ti1
|
I
|
|
Maximum axle No overtaking for ) _ e
. . No horse carriages Height restriction
weight three-axle vehicles
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No entry for large

Taxi rank vehicles (by reference Mo U-turn
to weight)
Mo overtaking Height restriction

HO

1 waar
I}ISC‘ "FrtluFl KIMNG ®
7 BATE
Zonal restriction -
redestrianised Parking permitted Disc parking plate  no parking of large En.d .Df e
street ) restriction zone
vehicles
e Stop
e Yield
e School wardens stop sign
e No left turn
e No entry or ‘No straight ahead’
e No right turn
e Parking prohibited
e (Clearway
e Max speed limit 30kmh
e Max speed limit 50kmh
e Max speed limit 60kmh
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Max speed limit 80kmh

Max speed limit 100kmh

Max speed limit 120kmh

Speed limits per lane

No bicycles

No ridden or accompanied horses

No entry to vehicles

Maximum gross weight (traffic management)
Maximum vehicle length

Maximum vehicle width

Maximum axle weight

No overtaking for three-axle vehicles

No horse carriages

Height restriction

Taxi rank

No entry for large vehicles (by reference to weight)
No U-turn

No overtaking

Height restriction

Pedestrianised street

Parking permitted

Disc parking plate

Zonal restriction — parking of large vehicles
End of the restriction zone

Mandatory signs at junctions: these are usually in white and blue colours.

o0

Turn left ahead Turn right ahead Turn left Turn right Straight ahead

Mirmi Roundabaut
GIVE WAY 10

sraffic from RIGHT

Keep left Keep right Pass either side Mini roundabout

e Turn left ahead
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Turn right ahead

Turn left Turn right Straight ahead
Keep left

Keep right

Pass either side

Mini roundabout

Manual traffic control sign at road works

Manual traffic control sign at
® roadworks
' \

No entry for

4 No entry to goods
pedestrians to

_ vehicles
tramway (by reference to number

Either form of Go or Téigh can be used of axles)
=3 =1 RES] B :
i -

With flow bus lane  With flow bus lane Contra flow
on left on right bus lane

Tram lane on left  Tram lane on right

11
®

Raon Rothor Crioch
CYCLE TRACK END

Electronic In a tunnel goods vehicles
Start of End of variable speed Variable speed cannot use right-hand lane
eycle track cycle track limit sign limit (by reference to number
(tunnel only) of axles)
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30
30 et
o0

Ach Ambsin oy o i
Tramannas ByeIng
EXCEPT EXCEPT
TRAMS BUSES
!
Electronic periodic Tram and access
Electronic periodic speed limit sign Tram only street Bus only street
speed limit sign only street
at school
TURN BACK m
Pedestrians and Separate bicycle and
Turn back : :
bicycles only pedestrian lanes

Stop

Go

No entry to goods vehicles (by reference to number of axles)
no entry for pedestrians to tramway
With flow bus lane on left

With flow bus lane on right

Contra flow bus lane

Tram lane on left

Tram lane on right

Start of cycle track

End of cycle track

Electronic variable speed

limit sign (tunnel only)

Variable speed limit

Electronic periodic speed limit sign
Electronic periodic speed limit sign at school
Tram only street

Tram and access only street

Bus only street

Turn back

Pedestrians and bicycles only
Separate bicycle and pedestrian lanes
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Traffic lane control signs: this category of regulatory traffic signs is useful in tunnels,
national roads and motorways.

) i Move into the Move into the
Go (Lane open) Stop (Lane closed)
left-hand lane right-hand lane
e Go (Lane open)
e Stop (Lane closed)
e Move into the left-hand lane
e Move into the right-hand lane
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Variable message signs (VMS)

Overhead VM5 Mobile VMS displaying text message

Mobile VMS displaying chevrons Examples of VMS chevron formats

Overhead VWS

Mobile VMS displaying text message
Mobile VMS displaying chevrons
VMS chevron formats
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Information Road Signs

Usually in rectangular forms, they provide guidance and information for drivers; helping them
explores interstate roads without having to ask passersby, pedestrians, or fellow road users
for directions.

Advance direction signs

13 ath Cliath aih Clioth

DUBLIN DUBLIN
M7 Qi
' LREF]
Ros Comain >

R415 N 63 ROSCOMMON Bwtoet
Cili Dera WTGE“
KILDARE AIRFORT
dn Urnai
NURNEY  1em

Motorway Mational road National road Regional road

Tolldn Chalafort
DUBLIN ) DERRY Bhaile Gtha Cliath
N2 N2 DUBLIN PORT TUNNEL
|
Lane destination sign Dublin Port Tunnel ahead
Motorway

National road

National road

Regional road

Lane destination sign
Dublin Port Tunnel ahead
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Direction signs at junctions

]

~ aillimhb Ros Comain
( NB3 gaLway [l roscommon N 63 )

km o [eacoch On Crecadn km
14 LACKAGH MOUNTBELLEW 16

1 Oth Clioth \:
IV ouveun M ?).-—"'

Motorway direction

i National road direction signs
sign

Page 26 - LadybirdDrivingSchool.ie



8 (Othe Feoramne =m B Othe Loom @0 Ewrech Bar' =
BALLYFORAN 11 )) ATHLONE R363 )) CUNAGHBY 1::)

Regional road Regional road
. A Local road direction sign
direction sign direction sign
N8 il ) '
Corcough  wm Dun na nGall ( i
SR 04 DONEGAL
Bale oo Chanivden == )
CARTLE TOWNIHEND W
Destination distance sign Town or village sign e

Cycle track information signs with numbers
referring to mapped cycle routes

’ aad |f| 0%

Industrial estate Disabled persons Airport symbol

parking bay

Slow lane sign Cul-de-sac symbol

Alternative route Hospital ahead
Lay-by sign

Lay-by ahead sign

3 |
iy Symhe for high vehicles sign

|:E 100m 1000w
Car park with =
Hospital sign facilities for disabled SO5S lay-by Speed camera  >Peed limit change

Persons ahead

'm'ﬁ' -mrhl

OBWW 123| | fetisse | | seericoms

S gt e | [ : 4
(01) 8555 454 — e
- = ot o e
Advance information sign Advance information sign Alternative route for

for low clearance for low clearance heawy vehicles
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Cimas Dotk
S, =
;
Trdchta ampai
TRAFFIC RAMPS
CALMING
Cammal Frivubba
- Supplementary
Traffic calming sign Traffic calming sign » Llr:[q.r ' Ramps on road
pldale

Motorway direction sign

National road direction signs

Regional road direction sign

Regional road direction sign

Local road direction sign

Destination distance sign

Town or village sign

Cycle track information signs with numbers referring to mapped cycle routes
Slow lane sign

Cul-de-sac

Industrial estate symbol

Disabled persons parking bay

Airport symbol

Ferry symbol

Alternative route for high vehicles

Lay-by ahead sign

Hospital ahead sign

Lay-by sign

Hospital sign

Car park with facilities for disabled persons
SOS lay-by

Speed camera

Speed limit change ahead

Advance information sign for low clearance
Advance information sign for low clearance
Alternative route for heavy vehicles

Traffic calming sign

Traffic calming sign

Supplementary plate

Ramps on road
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Tourist information signs

PJ[i]

L

Bru Qige
YOUTH HOSTEL

1 km

1 km

Advance sign for
Advance sign fo Sign for Oige vouth
y an for lay-by with tourism 'gn for Lige you

facilities in lay-by ) hostels
information

L3
i
Eolos do
Thurasoir!

TOURIST
INFORMATION

D Mas
Ll LT T L

It

[litXwn

e @R A

Advance direction to Signing to approved Alternative route off
local services tourist information the motorway
Dolmain /am Tegrmann Ean _.-".- Musoem
€ HoLMEN \ 2 BIRD SANCTUARY & '\ museum ML ﬂ
Tourist advanced direction Pedestrian sign to a
Tourist attraction direction sign gt
sign tourist attraction

l « | Eolas do Thurasamr I"-..I
P L| TOURIST INFORMATION JS4

Pedestrian sign to a Sign to approved
car park tourist information points

Advance sign for facilities in lay-by

Advance sign for lay-by with tourism information
Sign for youth hostels

Advance direction to local services

Signing to approved tourist information
Alternative route off the motorway

Tourist advanced direction sign
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Tourist attraction direction sign

Pedestrian sign to a tourist attraction
Pedestrian sign to a car park

Sign to approved tourist information points

Motorway signs

These are signs that are basically aimed to help drivers have an idea of the road type they
are on to and what type of road to expect a few meters away.

13 ath Clath

DUBLIN

it Motorway ahead M7 Corcolph =
MNO L deivers CORK a6
Vehicles under S0cc Cluoin Meoala \
Slow vehles (wundar 50 kmfh) R415 CLONMEL 25 |
Invalkd - carrlages Cill Dara
Bedal - cycles K;LDARE On Chathair
Pedestrfans CAMIR 15
Argmals On Urner

NURNEY

Route confirmatory sign
Motorway ahead Motorway ahead Advance direction with Euro Route
s marker plate

M7 IV

Entry to motorway 300m Lo next exit 200m o mext exit 100m Lo next exit

Motorway ends Motorway ends
1km ahead soom ahead

Advance direction sign

Typical lane gain sign for destination Typical 2km next exit sign
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Toll plaza

Toll plaza ahead Toll charges
information sign

Oth Cligth km
DUBLIN 48

dn Nas
MNAAS 17

Motorway service area Route confirmatory
information sign sign for M7

Feithichli Garda:’
Udraithe £s=
Gmhdin Qmhadin

AUTHORISED
VEHICLES GARDA

ONLY ONLY

Authorised vehicles only Garda only

Motorway ahead

Motorway ahead

Advance direction sign

Route confirmatory sign with Euro Route marker plate
Entry to motorway

300m to next exit

200m to next exit

100m to next exit

The motorway ends 1km ahead
Motorway ends 500m ahead
End of motorway

Typical lane gain sign

Advance direction for destination
Typical 2km next exit sign

Toll plaza ahead

Route confirmatory sign for M7
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Toll plaza information sign
Authorized vehicles only
Garda only

Toll charges

Toll plaza

Motorway service plaza
information sign

Other Learner Driver Resources

These are links to our website:

e Learning to drive
e Driving test questions
e Road signs

e Mock theory test
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https://ladybirddrivingschool.ie/learning-to-drive-in-dublin/
https://ladybirddrivingschool.ie/driving-test-questions/
https://ladybirddrivingschool.ie/road-signs-ireland/
https://ladybirddrivingschool.ie/mock-theory-test-ireland/

